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Federal court dismisses list of school

desegregation cases
* Choctaw County case dismissed in March

By Dee Ann Campbell

The United States Justice
Department's Civil Rights Di-
vision announced last Thurs-
day that it has dismissed a long
list of desegregation cases orig-
inally filed in the late 1960s and
70s involving school systems
across the country, including
several in Alabama, and the
case against Choctaw County
School System was dismissed
in March of this year.

Several Alabama school dis-
tricts and the U.S. Department
of Justice jointly filed motions
in recent months seeking to dis-
solve desegregation orders and
dismiss cases, some of which
had been in place for more than
60 years. Specifically, the most
recent order involved Athens
City Schools and Russellville
City Schools, along with Cle-
burne, Fayette, Franklin, Jack-
son, Marion and Morgan
county school systems.

Altogether, federal judges
have ended desegregation
cases involving several Ala-
bama school systems just since
July, and motions are still pend-
ing to end federal oversight for
eight more.

The cases under review date
back to the late 1960’s when
federal judges expanded the
Lee v. Macon County Board of
Education case throughout the
state, effectively placing more
than 100 Alabama school sys-
tems under federal court super-
vision.

News regarding the recent
court actions included a map of
the counties that have been re-
moved from the federal orders,
including Choctaw County.

According to documents
filed in Alabama Southern Dis-
trict Court, a motion was filed
on February 20, 2026 seeking
injunctive relief in United
States of America et al v. Choc-
taw County Board of Educa-
tion etal. The motion was filed
by Assistant Attorney General
Harmeet K. Dhillon of the
Civil Rights Division of the
U.S. Department of Justice.
Choctaw County’s  school
board attorney Alexander Bras-
well appeared on behalf of the
board.

On March 4, Chief District
Judge Jeffrey U. Beaverstock
issued an order granting the
joint motion for Unitary Status

and Dismissal with Prejudice.
The Court declared that the
Choctaw County School Dis-
trict had “achieved full and
final unitary status. Court's ju-
risdiction is terminated. All
prior injunctions and orders are
dissolved.”

The closure of the case ends
a 57-year federal order that had
dictated public school choice in
the county.

The Choctaw County case
was originally filed on behalf
of Danita Hampton by her
mother, along with a list of
other plaintiffs, against the
CCBOE and its members at
that time.

In United States vs. Choctaw
County Board of Education,
filed on August 8, 1969, school
district lines were ordered by
the court in an effort to elimi-
nate racial discrimination. The
court ordered that ‘freedom-of-
choice’ (in school attendance)
be discontinued in Choctaw
County, and defendants were
mandated to implement a de-
segregation plan recommended
by the U.S. Department of
Health, Education, and Wel-

Continued on page 2

SCHOOL ZONES
A look back at the federal court
orders in Choctaw County

GILBERTOWN - The fol-
lowing is a chronological list-
ing of federal court actions
from the late 1960s and early
1970s, putting in place the
school zoning orders that have
governed attendance in Choc-
taw County’s public schools
for nearly 60 years.

September, 1967

United States vs. Choctaw
County Board of Education

Civil Action No. 4246-66

The original petition in the
case was filed Aug. 30, 1966,
with the first hearing held Sept.
3, 1966. Subsequent hearings
in May of 1967, in July of
1967, and again in September
of 1967, addressed the issue of
segregation and discrimination
in the Choctaw Co. Public
School System.

The petition alleged, among
other problems, that a dual
school system was in place in
Choctaw County, with all
white and all black schools still
in existence despite attempts to
desegregate  the  schools.
Schools maintained for black
students were staffed by black
teachers, and schools main-
tained for white students were
staffed by white teachers.

During that time, school sys-
tems across the state were op-
erating under a ‘freedom of

choice’ system that allowed
parents to choose the school
were their children would at-
tend. In theory, the “freedom of
choice’ policy was designed to
promote desegregation of Ala-
bama’s schools by voluntary
choice of the residents.

While operating under the
‘freedom of choice’ policy,
only about 60 black students
chose to attend mostly white
schools for the 1966-67 school
year in Choctaw County. In ef-
fect, the schools still remained
segregated despite attempts to
desegregate.

In light of this fact, the court
issued more stringent orders to
the Choctaw Co. BOE in an ef-
fort to correct the problems.
The court ordered that the
BOE should take ‘affirmative
action to dis-establish all public
school segregation’.

In regard to the race of
teachers in the schools, the
court stated:

““... The program should, ata
minimum, establish ways in
which the defendants (Choc.
Co. BOE) will recruit and their
plans for the placing of new
teachers and reassigning of old
teachers on a desegregated
basis so that by the spring of
1967-68 school year, insofar as
it is administratively feasible,
no school located in the county
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where students of both races
are in attendance will have
teachers of only one race.”

The decree included an
order to develop a detailed plan
to encourage faculty desegre-
gation in the school system
throughout the county, to be
implemented before the spring
term of the 1967-68 school
year.

The order still allowed for
choice in school attendance,
under certain circumstances.

However, later decrees did
away with such student choice
because the court decided that
the ‘freedom of choice’ rule
was not working and that the
system was remaining segre-
gated.

June 26, 1969

U.S. 5th Circuit Court of
Appeals

Filed by appellant Danita
Hampton and her mother
Yvonne Hampton

The court held that the “free-
dom of choice’ plan for deseg-
regating schools ‘had not
worked and had little chance of
working’. Therefore, the court
ordered that steps be taken to
immediately desegregate the
student bodies and the faculty
for the school system by issu-

Continued on page 4

SunTV Football!

1s back on!

% on YouTube and
Pinebelt Cable TV

See inside for details!

Patrician crowns McPhearson, beats
Wilcox 27-16 at homecoming

Patrician Academy celebrated homecoming Friday, Sept. 25, with a parade in the
afternoon and a 27-16 win over Wilcox Academy that night. Isabel McPhearson was
crowned homecoming queen at the game, escorted by her father, John McPhear-
son. Photo by Elizabeth Perry

South Choctaw crowns Sims, blanks Jackson
Academy 38-0 at homecoming

South Choctaw Academy celebrated homecoming Friday, Sept. 25, with a parade
and a 38-0 win over Jackson Academy. Kara Sims was crowned homecoming queen,
escorted by her father, Timmy Sims.

DANCE AND GYM BOUTIQUE

132 West Church Street, Butler, AL + Swanlanedanceandgymboutique @gmail.com
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fare, after consultation with the
defendants. The facilities of the
schools were to be integrated
by the start of the 1969-70
school year.

On August 12, 1970, plain-
tiffs filed a motion for supple-
mental  relief,  alleging
continued issues related to seg-
regated classrooms, the cross-
ing on zone lines, the racial
make-up of faculties, and other
issues. The supplemental order
was filed by the court on Sep-
tember 21 of that year.

Over the years, many other
Alabama counties who were
under similar judicial mandates
had petitioned the court to set
aside the rulings, while others,
including Choctaw County, re-

had remained in effect despite
the fact that the district lines
contained zones for non-exis-
tent schools such as Shady
Grove School, the former Gil-
bertown Elementary School,
East Choctaw Junior High, and
Lisman Junior High.

Over the years, parents and
others have pushed for the or-
ders to be repealed in Choctaw
County, including an effort by
local parents in 2005, but those
efforts did not result in court ac-
tion.

According to information in
the Alabama Daily News, in
the mid-1970s, federal judges
entered orders finding that
many districts that were placed
under the orders were operating

no longer maintained separate
systems for black and white
students. But those orders did
not necessarily declare the dis-
tricts to have achieved “unitary
status,” which would be the
final legal determination to end
federal supervision. Instead,
many cases were deemed
‘inactive’ but were not formally
dismissed and remained open
for decades.

In recent months, courts
have begun to address the or-
ders, and have dismissed cases
involving more than 50 sys-
tems across the country, includ-
ing the case involving Choctaw
County.

mained under them. The order ““unitary” school systems and
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Staff from U.S. Rep. Terri
Sewell's office will hold
mobile office hours in
Choctaw County on Wed-
nesday, Sept. 30, from 11
a.m.to 1 p.m. at the Butler
City Storm Shelter, 222 S.
Mulberry Avenue, accord-
ing to a notice from her of-
fice that the Town of Butler
shared Sept. 23.

Anyone who needs help
with a federal agency, a
casework matter or bene-
fits can stop by. Sewell will
not be present. Infor-
mation is at
sewell.house.gov or 334-
262-1919.

Thanks for reading! Choctaw Sun-Advocate

Black Warrior Electric
Membership Corporation

Low rates | Reliable Power | Great Members’ Service

Black Warrior EMC Boar of Tétees

Secretary-Treasurer Peter M. Reynolds Jr., Vice President C. Irvin Eatman, Ronnie Hall, President Terry Barr, General
Manager Daryl Jones, W. Townsend Kyser lll, Ottice Russelle, Audra P. Browder, John E. Lanier and Clyde Fields.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Choctaw County wishes to levy an additional ad valorem tax of up to five (5) mills, beginning October 1, 2027, for no more than five (5)
years, with all proceeds used solely for the projects in the Road and Bridge Plan, as advertised below, to improve safety for the traveling
public and promote economic development for industry and businesses, and authorizing the Commission to finance such projects through
county warrants payable from those tax revenues. The projects shall be completed no later than January 1, 2033.
PAY AS YOU GO PROGRAM - ROAD AND BRIDGE PLAN (RESURFACING PROJECTS)
TOTAL ESTIMATED PAY AS YOU OTHER
PROPOSED ROAD NAMES & DESCRIPTIONS MILEAGE | PROJECT COST GO FUNDS FUNDS
BENT TREE RD (From Beginning of Pavement to AL 17) 1.46 $438,000.00 $438,000.00
MT OLIVE RD (From Beginning of Pavement to AL 17 0.50 $152,500.00 $152,500.00
CR 42 (From Pine Grove Rd to End of Pavement) 3.35 $988,250.00 $988,250.00
DAKOTA RD (From Beginning of Pavement to AL 17) 0.40 $90,000.00 $90,000.00
LOTTS FERRY RD (From AL 114 to End of Pavement) 0.90 $202,500.00 $202,500.00
WHITE OAK RD (From AL 114 to Grey Fox Rd) 0.35 $80,500.00 $80,500.00
GREY FOX (From Beginning of Pavement to AL 114) 0.65 $146,250.00 $146,250.00
TUSCAHOMA (From AL 10 to End of Maintenance) 4.26 $1,482,250.00 $77,000.00 $1,405,250.00
CR 7 (From CR 32 to End of Pavement) 2.95 $929,250.00 $929,250.00
TINKER RD (From CR 9 to End of Pavement) 2.26 $644,100.00 $644,100.00
SANDY CUT RD (From Riderwood Dr to End of Pavement) 1.60 $360,000.00 $360,000.00
DICEY RD (From Beginning of Pavement to Scott Mt Rd) 0.65 $152,750.00 $152,750.00
MT NEBO RD (From Beginning of Pavement to AL 10) 1.27 $292,100.00 $292,100.00
RIDERWOOD RD (From Sunday Dr to AL 17) 2.00 $660,000.00 $419,000.00 $241,000.00
NARROW RD (From Land Road to Pinhook Rd) 3.12 $936,000.00 $936,000.00
SINGLEY RD (From AL 17 to End of Pavement) 1.95 $604,500.00 $604,500.00
LASSITER RD (From AL 17 to End of Pavement) 1.10 $308,000.00 $308,000.00
SOUWILPA RD (From Beginning of Pavement to AL 17) 1.08 $313,200.00 $313,200.00
TURNERTOWN RD (From Needham Rd to Brightwater Rd) 3.90 $1,092,000.00 $91,400.00 $1,000,600.00
CLARK RD (From AL 17 to Barrytown Rd) 3.00 $810,000.00 $810,000.00
SHADY GROVE RD (From AL 84 to CR 6) 2.50 $700,000.00 $700,000.00
LUCAS RD (From Chapel Hill Rd to Wimberly Rd) 1.47 $382,200.00 $382,200.00
BRIARWOOD RD (From Pleasant Hill Rd to End of
Pavement) 1.40 $294,000.00 $294,000.00
MOSLEY BRIDGE RD (From Barrytown Rd to Chapel Hill
Rd) 3.98 $1,134,300.00 $88,500.00 $1,045,800.00
TOTAL PROPOSED MILEAGE = 46.10 $13,192,650.00 $9,500,000.00 | $3,692,650.00
TOTAL ESTIMATED PAY AS YOU GO FUNDS = $9,500,000.00
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Henry Earl Hendrix

Henry Earl Hendrix, 82, of
Gadsden, formerly of Toxey,
passed away on September 17.

He was born on November
17, 1943, in Laurel, Miss.,
about an hour from his family's
home in Toxey. The third of
four children of Roy Ledell
Hendrix and Evelyn Bell Hen-
drix, he was named after his
grandfather, William Henry
Hendrix, though some affec-
tionately called him "Henny
Penny" as a boy. He grew up
among family and the good
people throughout Toxey who
took pride in helping one
another. Henry carried their ex-
ample of kindness, dependabil-
ity and hard work with him
throughout his life.

When the family moved to
Texas in 1955, those qualities
began to mature. He delivered
newspapers and worked as an
apprentice mechanic after
school. His high school year-
book, filled with messages
from classmates, repeatedly
used words like kindest, nicest
and friendliest, revealing how
they saw him. One thanked
him for helping him get
through a difficult time;
another for helping them pass
algebra.

After graduating in 1961,
Henry joined the U.S. Air
Force. He served until 1965,
stationed in Abilene, Texas,
and then later, as Henry liked to
tell, he requested Hawaii for his
final assignment but got An-
chorage, Alaska, instead. He
came home a more disciplined,
resourceful and determined
person known as "Hank."

He returned to the South and
began a career in finance in
Mobile. He married in 1966,
and a promotion carried them
to Pensacola, Fla., where their
son, Kevin Lee Hendrix, was
born when Henry was 23.
From that day on, Henry
poured the best of himself into
being Kevin's father, right
through his final days.

In Pensacola, Henry became
active in the Jaycees. To advo-

cate for the release of American
prisoners of war, he helped lead
an effort by restoring a covered
trailer and turning it into a trav-
eling petition. With a huge roll
of paper inside, it went from
town to town collecting signa-
tures of support before heading
to the White House. At work,
Henry opened new finance of-
fices and trained staff, finding
satisfaction in helping others
grow.

His career eventually took
him into the automotive busi-
ness, where he met Marge
Starnes. For 42 years, Henry
and Marge shared a marriage
grounded in love, and together
they built a beautiful life. They
shared the same mindset and a
do-it-yourself spirit, made sac-
rifices and turned a dream into
something real. They gardened
and enjoyed the blooms. They
took great pride in loving,
teaching, encouraging and
passing down important values
to their two grandchildren.

Henry's curiosity never
rested. He enjoyed construc-
tion, woodworking, genealogy,
gardening and technology; he
even wrote a software program
for his business. He loved his
brothers, sister and parents
deeply. He built a house for his
mother so she could live
nearby and he could look after
her. Caring for family was
woven into the way he lived.

Henry joined Springville
United Methodist Church and
was baptized in 1999, at age
55. He made treasured friends
there and saw a need for the
church to start an after-school
tutoring program. Through the
Kid Success program, he con-
tinued to give something his
classmates and others had
known about him years earlier:
he loved helping someone with
difficulties. All his life, he had
an unusual instant recall of
complex algebra and trigo-
nometry formulas; God knew
why and the eventual purpose
it would serve. He spoke often
of the children's progress and
the joy of watching them grow.

In his later years, Henry
faced an incurable condition
that slowly weakened the mus-
cles he had relied on all his life
to work, build and lend a hand
whenever someone needed
him. After moving to Gadsden,
he took great pride in his new
home, cared about his new
neighbors and joined Rainbow
Presbyterian  Church. His
strength changed, but his deter-
mination did not: he kept tak-
ing on things that others might
have thought beyond him,

finding ways to care for the
place and people around him.

Henry was grateful for the
Veterans Administration's sup-
port and deeply admired the
people who helped him chal-
lenge his condition. True to
form, he found ways to help
them and show his apprecia-
tion. Those who knew Henry
in his final years saw that, al-
though his muscles had weak-
ened, he still found a new
project to begin and finish each
day. On September 17, Henry
received his heavenly promo-
tion, leaving us with a lesson he
lived: make the days count,
rather than count the days.

Henry was preceded in death
by his parents, Roy Ledell
Hendrix and Evelyn Bell Hen-
drix, and his brothers, Jerry Lee
Hendrix and Hayward Ledell
Hendrix.

He is survived by his wife,
Marge Starnes Hendrix; his
son, Kevin Lee Hendrix
(Chelesa Lewis Hendrix); his
grandchildren, Halle Catherine
Cloud (Stephen Joshua Cloud)
and Jack Henry Hendrix (Noe-
lia Voigt Hendrix); his great-
granddaughter, Amelia Louise
Cloud; his sister, Mary Nell
Collins; one niece, Sandra Col-
lins; and many cousins.

A celebration of Henry's life
will be held Friday, October 9,
at Rainbow Presbyterian
Church, 3220 Rainbow Drive,
Rainbow City. Visitation will
begin at 1 p.m., followed by a
service at 2 p.m.

The family is grateful for
your prayers. In lieu of flowers,
tribute gifts in Henry's memory
may be made to Rainbow Pres-
byterian Church, St. Jude Chil-
dren's Research Hospital or
CurePSP (Progressive Supra-
nuclear Palsy).

Berda Lee Philon Law

Berda Lee Philon Law, 91,
of Gilbertown died Sunday,
September 20, at Arabella
Health Facility. She was born
March 10, 1935, in Womack
Hill to Bodie Philon and Willie
Hazel Pace Philon, the oldest
of five children.

She spent her early child-
hood in Womack Hill, where
she grew up surrounded by

adoring parents, family and a
loving community where ev-
erybody was somebody. She
professed hope in Christ at an
early age and was baptized and
united with Mt. Pleasant Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Wo-
mack Hill.

She continued her studies at
the Miller’s Ferry Normal and
Industrial School and Bishop
College in Mobile, began
studies at Tuskegee University,
and graduated in 1959 from Al-
abama State University with a
degree in secondary education,
social studies and library edu-
cation. Still a young woman,
she headed west, where she
wore many different hats as she
looked to find herself and her
place in life. Her proudest mo-
ment came when she began her
career with the Space and Mis-
sile Systems Office around
1978, an organization under the
Department of Defense and the
U.S. Air Force that oversaw the
first launch of the Defense
Support Program. She retired
in 2001 after 23 years in sup-
port of its mission.

Her family remembers her
as strong and ambitious, with a
will like no other, meticulous in
her doings, a daughter most
mothers would love to have
around the house, everything
done decently and in order. Her
caring and giving spirit brought
her home after retirement to
care for her ailing father. She
reunited with Mt. Pleasant,
where she lifted her voice with
the church choir, while facing
an illness of her own that
slowly stole her mind. When it
became evident that it was
more than incidents and there
was no one to give her the care
she needed, she was placed in
Arabella Health Facility, where
she remained until her death.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; her brother,
Wallace Philon; and her sister,
Virginia Philon Davis.

She is survived by her
brother, Harold Philon; her
sister, Beverly Philon Burruss;
her nieces and nephews, Linda
Davis, Menyon Davis, Damon
Washington, Brian Washington
and Jonathan Burruss; 25
great-nieces and  great-
nephews; three great-great-
nieces and
great-great-nephews; and her
cousin, Minister Lola Ruffin,
who brought laughter and joy
when she visited, and the many
family and friends who kept
her in prayer.

Funeral services were held
Saturday, September 26, at
noon at Mt. Pleasant Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 2294 Wo-
mack Hill Road, Gilbertown,
with the Rev. Curtis Blakely,
pastor-elect, officiating. Inter-

ment followed in Little Place
Cemetery in the Womack Hill
community.

Weatherly-Studdard Memo-
rial Funeral Home of Butler di-
rected.

Brexley Diane Nolan

X B3

Brexley Diane Nolan, 68,
died Friday, September 11, at
Timberland Health and Rehab
Center in Butler. She was born
January 14, 1958, in Meridian,
Miss., to the late Rosetta (Leo)
Gordon and the late Archie
Nolan.

From an early age, she ac-
cepted Christ Jesus as her Lord
and Savior and was baptized at
Wahalak Missionary Baptist
Church of Butler. Her devotion
to her faith remained steadfast
throughout her life. She re-
ceived her education at Choc-
taw County Training School.
Her love for her nieces was ev-
erything to her.

She was preceded in death
by her parents and grandpar-
ents; her brothers, Archie
Nolan Jr., Leonard Maye, La-
Shune McShan, Breelove Col-
lins and Alonzo (Jackie) Nolan;
her sister, Corina Collins; her
son, Fernando Nolan; and her
grandson, Devonte Priester.

Her memory will be cher-
ished forever by her beloved
children, Carla (Thaddeus)
White, Teresa Nolan and Jona-
than Nolan; one goddaughter,
Latisha Nicholson; her pre-
cious grandchildren, Ashley
(Corey) Hartfield, Donametric
Priester, Don'te Priester, Shun-
Darius Nolan, ShunQuarius
Nolan, Kelicia Axel, Clifton
Axel III, Christopher Nolan,
Malia Nolan, Shacarla Nolan,
Johniva Nolan, Mia Rose
Nolan, Jonathan Nolan Jr. and
Kaylen Flucker; a host of great-
grandchildren; her beloved
brothers, Kenny Nolan, Der-
rick McShan and Daniel
McShan; her loving sister,
Rozena Nolan of Meridian,
Miss.; her beloved aunts, Ida
(Chester) McCoy of Washing-
ton, D.C., and Virginia (EI-
more) Collins of Atlanta; and
her special friends, Rubie Moss
and Trisha Johnson.

Funeral services were held
Saturday, September 19, at
noon at Wahalak Missionary

Baptist Church, 1177 Wahalak
Road, Butler, with Pastor Shern
Collins Sr. officiating. Inter-
ment was in the church ceme-
tery.

Hayden & Butler Funeral
Home of Lisman directed.
Condolences may be posted at

79| haydenandbutler.com.

Delsena Nelson Philon

Delsena Nelson Philon, 81,
of Silas died September 8. She
was born January 30, 1945, in
Silas to Tellie and Velma Nel-
son, lived in Silas all her life,
and joined Shiloh Baptist
Church at an early age.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; her brothers,
Levi Nelson, Gus Nelson,
James Nelson, Fred Nelson
and Sam Nelson; her sister,
Catherine McGrew; and her
granddaughter, Nyria Mason.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 26 years, Charles
Philon; her children, Lester

Nelson, Clarence Nelson
(Gina), Anthony Mason
(Tamela), Ladell Mason

(Robia) and Glenn Mason, all
of Silas; her stepchildren,
Darren Philon (Tessa) of Silas,
Christina Campbell (Arick) of
Toxey and Amanda Grayson
(Curtis) of Waynesboro, Miss.;
her sisters-in-law, Linda Nel-
son of Duluth, Ga., Veinshane
Nelson of San Antonio, and
Carrie Stewart and Levon
McGrew, both of Silas; a de-
voted grandson, Quentin
Mason, whom she treated like
her own; 20 grandchildren;
four great-grandchildren; a de-
voted friend, Vivian McDon-
ald; and a host of nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
friends.

She lay in state Saturday,
September 12, from 10 to 11
a.m. at Shiloh Baptist Church,
111 Everett Circle, Silas, and
funeral services followed at 11
a.m. at the church. Burial fol-
lowed in Shiloh Baptist Church
Cemetery.

Weatherly-Studdard Memo-
rial Funeral Home of Butler di-
rected.

Patrician wins AISA President’s Award; Patrician, South Choctaw named Blue Ribbon Schools

Abbeville Christian ﬁ::ﬁ{-ii: my

2025-2026h

Lee-Scott Academy

Macon East Academy
Monroe Academy
Morgan Academy
Patrician Acade my

Pike Liberal Arts School
Riverhill School

South Chocraw Academy
Springwood School

The Donoho School

The Lakeside School

Advent Episcopal School
Aurauga Academy
Chambers Academy
Clarke Preparatory School
Coosa Valley Academy
Crenshaw Christian Acadcm_v
Faith Academy

Fort Dale Acadtm}'
Glenwood School

Hooper Academy

Jackson Academy

Patrician Academy received the Alabama Independent School Association's President's
Award for Class A for 2025-2026, and Patrician and South Choctaw Academy are among
23 schools the association named Blue Ribbon Schools for the year, according to the AISA's
award graphics.

The other Blue Ribbon Schools are Abbeville Christian Academy, Advent Episcopal School,
Autauga Academy, Chambers Academy, Clarke Preparatory School, Coosa Valley Academy,
Crenshaw Christian Academy, Faith Academy, Fort Dale Academy, Glenwood School,
Hooper Academy, Jackson Academy, Lee-Scott Academy, Macon East Academy, Monroe
Academy, Morgan Academy, Pike Liberal Arts School, Riverhill School, Springwood School,
The Donoho School and The Lakeside School.

Class A

Patrician Academy
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ing zoning lines for attendance.

The court ordered that the
BOE submit a desegregation
plan based on zoning and pair-
ing of schools. Attendance
zones were ordered, with the
zones being drawn by the Dept.
of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare.

An interim objective was is-
sued as a starting point to begin
the process of desegregating
the faculties of the schools,
with more equalization of the
racial make-up of faculties to
follow.

August 8, 1969

Following the lawsuit filed
by plaintiff Danita Hampton
and her mother Yvonne Hamp-
ton vs. the Choctaw Co. BOE,
the U.S. 5th District Court or-
dered that the desegregation
plan be implemented in the
Choctaw Co. school system as
recommended by the Alabama
Department of Health, Educa-
tion, and Welfare, with man-
datory student attendance at
schools in zones based on place
of residence. The school zones
were to take affect as of the be-
ginning of the 1969-70 school
year.

August 12,1970

The plaintiffs filed a motion
for supplemental relief, and an
amended motion was entered

on Aug. 27, 1970.

On Sept. 8,9, and 11, a hear-
ing was held on the motion.

Despite the previous deseg-
regation order, the Aug. 1970
motion stated that:

« three all black schools still
existed (Lisman High School,
Shady Grove, and East Choc-
taw); and white students were
being allowed to cross the zon-
ing lines.

« there were still segregated
classes in ‘integrated’ schools
at Silas Elementary, Butler Ele-
mentary, and Southern Choc-
taw High School.

* The faculty was not inte-
grated in compliance with this
court’s order, and blacks were
discriminated against in re-em-
ployment.

Under the plan ordered by
the court, the county was di-
vided into a northern and
southern zone. In the school
year 1969-70, the BOE was or-
dered to integrate the faculties
and student bodies of schools
in the southern zone where
much of the controversy ex-
isted.

Schools in the north end
were to be desegregated in two
phases: In 1968-69, there were
five high schools in the county.
Two were all white or mostly
white (CCHS, SCHS) and the
other three were all black (Lis-
man, East Choctaw, and Shady

Grove). In 1969-70, Shady
Grove became a 1st-8th school
with high school students
zoned for other high schools.

The second phase for the
northern zone was to take effect
the beginning of the 1970-71
school year. It removed high
school grades from all black
schools (Lisman and East
Choctaw), making them 1st-
8th and zoned high school stu-
dents to attend CCHS.

This part of the zoning order
was issued Aug. 8, 1970.

Although the plaintiffs, in a
pretrial hearing, asked that the
court not implement phase 2 of
the order that did away with
high school grades for East
Choctaw and Lisman, the court
ordered that that phase not be
stricken from the order.

September 21, 1970
U.S. 5th District Court
Order:

Plaintiffs filed another mo-
tion stating the 1969 orders
were not being complied with,
and despite the court orders,
students were crossing zoning
lines to attend schools outside
of their designated zones.

District Judge Virgil Pittman
instructed the BOE not to allow
students to attend schools other
than that which they are zoned
for. The court gave the BOE 10
days to comply with the zoning

I POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT i
| The Choctaw County Probate Office will be accepting applications for an Ad-

| ministrative Clerk in the Probate Office until Friday, October 2, 2026, at 4:00 |

p.m. Under the direction of the Probate Judge and Chief
Clerk, the employee will assess the amount of fees and taxes due by cus-
tomers and collect money from customers. i
Writing, Math, and Computer Skills required. Knowledge of nature and pur- 1l
pose of recording of deeds, mortgages, leases, powers of attorney, wills and
other similar instruments is preferred. Other skills are required that are in
listed in the Job Description.
Applications and a Job Description can be picked up at
the Choctaw County Commission Office,
117 S. Mulberry Ave., Suite 9, Butler, AL 36904
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
“Choctaw County Commission is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

Southern Choctaw Elementary postpones Literacy Night
Southern Choctaw Elementary School has postponed its Literacy
Night, which had been set for this week, and will announce the new
date once it is set, the school said Monday, Sept. 28.

"Thank you for your understanding, and we look forward to seeing
everyone when Literacy Night is rescheduled," the school said, ask-
ing parents to help spread the word.
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lines drawn by the Department
of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare in 1969.

The court order also cited
continuing problems with the
integration of teachers in the
school system. At the end of the
previous school year (1969-
70), 32 teachers were not re-
hired, with 23 of those being
black. Just before start of 1970-
71 year, an additional 10
teachers were re-hired, includ-
ing 5 black and 5 white of those
who were not rehired at the end
of the previous year. Alto-
gether, 18 black teachers and 4
white teachers were not re-
hired by the school system that
year.

The court order stated:

“It appears that in 1969-70,
teachers were transferred to the
various schools to achieve an
approximately 1:1 balance in
the facilities. Shortly after the
opening of the schools, white
teachers were transferred back
to formerly all white schools
and Negro teachers were sent
back to formerly all Negro
schools. After these transfers,
the one-to-one ratio was in-
creased to ten-to-one. This is
unacceptable.”

The court went on to issue
the following order:

“ Teachers should be trans-
ferred, by voluntary assign-
ment or by the defendants’

orders, so as to yield a staff
which meets this court’s ap-
proved plan. Transferred
teachers must accept and teach
in the new assignments or not
be permitted to teach in the
Choctaw County system.”

In relation to the teacher
ratio, the court ordered that the
school system must:

 immediately equalize the
number of Negro and white
teachers employed in the
county school system and those
Negro teachers in the system in
the school year 1969-70, and
not re-hired, must be given first
choice of employment.

* transfer voluntarily or by
assignment teachers to the var-
ious schools in the system so
that a one-to-one teacher ratio
is obtained in each school
within the system and this ratio
shall be maintained throughout
the present and future school
terms unless ordered differently
by the court. (italics added).

August 3,1971

Based on reports of school
attendance that were mandated
by the courts in previous or-
ders, Judge Pittman found that
the ratio of black and white stu-
dents in the county was made
in good faith and that the lack
of actual attendance by white
students was due to the inci-
dence of white students who

had dropped out of the school
system since the plan’s imple-
mentation, and was not due to
a failure of the school system to
implement the court ordered
plan for desegregation.

The court went on to say
that:

“For this court to continue to
reassign students to various
schools in an effort to secure
greater racial mix than under
the present plan would be a
‘will-o-wisp’ chase and flight
of black and white students ...”

The court further ordered the
BOE to submit an annual re-
port on the racial make-up of
the student body of the school
system and each school within
the system, as well as the racial
mix of teachers in each school.

Over the years, there have
been litigations against the
BOE which have used this
court’s order as a basis for law-
suits regarding racial make-up
of faculty, administration, and
students, but no court action
had repealed or altered the ac-
tions taken in the early 70’s.
Choctaw County remained
under the federal court order as
it related to attendance zones
and teacher ratios, until the
order filed in March of this
year.

Patrician, South Choctaw win on Homecoming;
Southern Choctaw loses to Flomaton

Patrician Aca. 27, Wilcox
16

South Choctaw Academy
38, Jackson Aca. 0

It was a happy Homecom-

ing with a running clock in the

second half as the Rebels

blasted the Eagles 38-0 on Fri-

day night, Sept. 25.

The Rebels outgained the
visitors 284 yards to 40 on the
night.

The leading rusher for SCA
was Dawson Sikes with 1113
yards.

The leading tackler on de-
fense for SCA was Jay Thomp-

son with 6 tackles.

Choctaw County had a
bye.

Flomaton 38, Southern
Choctaw 0

AISA to end its athletic program
after this school year

The Alabama Independent
School Association's board of
directors voted Wednesday,
Sept. 23, to end the associa-
tion's athletic program at the
close of the 2026-27 school
year, after 55 years of running
private school sports in Ala-
bama.

The vote leaves the AISA's
member schools, among them
Patrician Academy in Butler
and South Choctaw Academy
in Toxey, free to join the Gulf
States Independent Athletic

Association, a new association
organized to serve the state's
private schools. The AISA will
continue as an academic asso-
ciation, providing accredita-
tion, advocacy, professional
development, academic com-
petitions and student leadership
programs to more than 100
schools with more than 30,000
students, according to the asso-
ciation.

Executive director Michael
McLendon called it an emo-
tional decision, because ath-

letics had been part of the
AISA for more than halfa cen-
tury, and said the association
was proud of that history and
grateful to the coaches, athletic
directors, administrators, offi-
cials, volunteers and student-
athletes who built it. He said
the AISA wished the new asso-
ciation's leadership success and
supported the idea of an asso-
ciation built specifically around
private schools and their ath-
letes.

Tiny mites fall to Millry, 16-14

The Southern Choctaw In-
dependent Football League's
tiny mites lost to the Millry
Wildcats 16-14, the league said
in a post over the weekend.

"Minor setback," the league
wrote. "Still proud to be an In-
dian."

The league's Silas Indians
play Leroy at Silas on Sat-
urday, Oct. 3, with the tiny

mites at 9 a.m., the midgets at
10 and the juniors at 11, ac-
cording to the schedule in
Southern Choctaw Elemen-
tary's newsletter.

Extension sets its last ServSafe manager classes
of the year in Linden and Tuscaloosa

The Alabama Cooperative
Extension System's last two
ServSafe Manager classes of
the year are Nov. 9 and 10 at
the Marengo County Exten-
sion Office, 2400 E. Coats
Ave., Linden, starting at 9 a.m.,
and Dec. 7 and 8 at the Tusca-
loosa County Health Depart-
ment, 2350 Hargrove Road E.,
Tuscaloosa, starting at 9:30

am.

The two-day class costs
$150 a person with instruction,
the certification exam and the
seventh edition ServSafe book,
or $80 with instruction and the
exam and no book. Those who
pass the exam receive the Na-
tional Restaurant Association
Educational Foundation's
ServSafe certificate.

Registration is at
aces.edu/go/servsafe and
should be made at least two
weeks before the class date;
there are no refunds. Partici-
pants bring their own lunch,
snacks and a drink for a 30-mi-
nute lunch break each day. For
information, contact Alice
Moore at amm0167@aces.edu
or 334-216-0738.

NEW CONTACT INFORMATION for
The Choctaw Sun-Advocate

sunadvocate(@tombigbeenewsgroup.com
By Phone: 1-251-843-6397

P.O. Box 541 *« Demopolis, AL 36732

By Email:

By Mail:
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CHOCTAW LIVING

Chamber of Com-
merce annual dinner is
October 1

BUTLER — The Choctaw
County Economic Devel-
opment Alliance (former
Chamber of Commerce) will
hold its annual dinner on Thurs-
day, October 1, at The Ware-
house in Butler.

The event will include pre-
sentations of awards for Choc-
taw County Business of the
Year, Business Person of the
Year, Organization of the Year,
and the annual Tim Pearson
Memorial Award for Com-
munity Service.

The United Way of South-
west Alabama will partner with
the Chamber at this year’s
dinner to present their annual
Choctaw County Heart of Gold
Awards.

Andrew Noble, President of
Georgia-Pacific’s Tissue Towel
and Napkin Division, will be
keynote speaker for the event.

Noble started leading the GP
Retail Tissue Towel and Napkin
(TTN) business this past
March. He and the extended
team focus on ensuring GP Re-
tail TTN delivers value to its
consumers through a portfolio
of products and customer
brands.

A graduate of Oglethorpe
University with a B.S. in Ac-
counting, Noble joined Geor-
gia-Pacific in 1997, spending
the first 10+ years of his career
in Accounting and Finance
roles in Building Products, the
Palatka mill, and the Retail
TTN and Dixie businesses. He
transitioned into general man-
agement roles in 2009 and
worked on different parts of the
Dixie business from 2009-
2016. Prior to taking on his cur-
rent role, he led the Angel Soft
and Dixie Plates businesses.

Members of the CCEDA
(Chamber) will receive special
invitations with some compli-
mentary tickets to the event, and

the public is also invited to at-
tend.

Seating is limited, and RSVP
(by September 23) is required
for attendance.

Tickets will be $40 each, or
$75 per couple.

For information, contact the
CCEDA at 205-459-3459 or
e m a i 1
choctawchamber@tds.net.

Gilfield Missionary
Baptist marks 152nd anni-
versary Oct. 25

Gilfield  Missionary
Baptist Church will hold its
152nd annual church anni-
versary celebration Sunday,
Oct. 25, at 2 p.m.

The guest speaker will
be the Rev. Craig B. Scott of
Mt. Ararat Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Prattville. The
Rev. Terrance L. Burrell Sr.
is the pastor.

CCHS classes of 1959
through 1968 to gather
Oct. 3

A reunion for Choctaw
County High School's
classes of 1959 through 1968
will be held Saturday, Oct. 3,
beginning at noon at Ezell's
Fish Camp.

New Mt. Mariah plans
Family and Friends Day
Oct. 11

New Mt. Mariah Mis-
sionary Baptist Church,
40439 Alabama Highway 10,
Sweetwater, will hold its
Family and Friends Day pro-
gram Sunday, Oct. 11, at 1
p.m.

The church invites its
family and friends to cele-
brate the day with the con-
gregation, whose motto is
"One Body. One Soul. One
Goal."

Night in White to
honor Pastor and Lila
Hundley Oct. 3

A Night in White honor-
ing Pastor Jaylon Hundley
and Lila Hundley of Pleasant
Chapel Missionary Baptist

Upcoming Events

Church, Silas, will be held
Saturday, Oct. 3, at 4 p.m. at
the Butler Senior Citizens
Center. Everyone is wel-
come.

BBCF Throw & Go
contest offers Magic City
Classic tickets

The Black Belt Com-
munity Foundation's Throw
& Go contest is open, with
the winner receiving two
tickets to the Magic City
Classic football game be-
tween Alabama A&M and
Alabama State in Birming-
ham, plus a two-night stay at
a Birmingham hotel.

Entries are $5 each,
with bonus entries for dona-
tions of $20 or more. Pro-
ceeds support the
foundation's ~ community
grants in its 12 Black Belt
service counties.

The last day to buy en-
tries is Thursday, Oct. 15, at
noon, and the drawing is Fri-
day, Oct. 16. Enter at black-
beltfound.org/throwandgo.

ABSTON FAMILY
REUNION,

October 11, Gilbertown
Nutrition Center, beginning
at 10 a.m. Bring covered
dish.

Butler Fest set for Oct.
9 and 10 with rides, ven-
dors and three bands

The 21st annual Butler
Fest will be held Friday and
Saturday, Oct. 9 and 10, in
Butler, with carnival rides,
vendors and live music, ac-
cording to the festival's
flyers.

3 Miles South plays Fri-
day from 6 to 9 p.m. On Sat-
urday, Cruisin 8th plays from
2:30 to 5:30 p.m. and Big
Mike and the R&B Kings
from 6 to 9 p.m.

Festival T-shirts are $25
in youth sizes through adult
extra-large and $30 in adult
2X through 4X.

The flyers say more in-

formation is coming and that
the festival posts on Face-
book and Instagram.

Sewell taking applica-
tions for military service
academy nominations

U.S. Rep. Terri Sewell's
office is accepting applica-
tions from students in Ala-
bama's 7th Congressional
District who want a nomi-
nation to one of the nation's
military service academies,
her office announced Sept.
23.

Applicants must be le-
gally domiciled in the dis-
trict; be at least 17 and not
yet 23 on July 1 of the year
they would enter; be U.S. cit-
izens; be unmarried and not
pregnant; have no legal obli-
gation to support children or
other dependents; and meet
the academic, medical and
physical requirements of the
academy they apply to. A
nomination packet includes
the application, standardized
test scores, three letters of
recommendation, a high
school transcript and a col-
lege transcript if the student
has one.

Completed applications
must be postmarked by Wed-
nesday, Nov. 18, and sent to
the Office of Congress-
woman Terri A. Sewell, Attn:
Military Service Academy
Nominations, Two 20th
Street North, Suite 1130,
Birmingham, AL 35203. A
selection committee will re-
view the applications and in-
terview applicants before
recommending nominees. A
nomination does not guaran-
tee admission; each academy
makes the final decision.

The U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, the
Naval Academy, the Air
Force Academy and the Mer-
chant Marine Academy re-
quire a  congressional
nomination. The Coast

Guard Academy runs its own
admissions.

Eligibility requirements
and application materials are
at sewell.house.gov/service-

academy.

Bethel Methodist
homecoming Oct. 4

Bethel Methodist

Church in the Cyril com-
munity will hold its annual
homecoming service and
dinner on the grounds Sun-
day, Oct. 4, beginning at 11
a.m. The Rev. Lyle Meador
will bring the message.

Wills and estate plan-
ning clinic Oct. 1 at Feder-
ation center in Epes

The Federation of
Southern Cooperatives will
hold a wills and estate plan-
ning clinic Thursday, Oct. 1,
from 3 to 7 p.m. at its Rural
Training and Research
Center, 575 Federation Road,
Epes, in Sumter County.

Attorneys will be on
hand to make appointments
and answer questions about
estate planning, and Feder-
ation staff will help with doc-
umentation. The clinic
introduces the Federation's
new Family Land and For-
estry Resilience Project for
West Alabama; landowners
may be eligible for free es-
tate planning and land stew-
ardship help. The meeting is
open, and people may come
and go as their time allows.

For information, call
205-652-9676.

Butler Fest bass tour-
nament is Saturday; ven-
dors open on the square
Oct. 9

The Butler Fest bass
tournament will be held Sat-
urday, Oct. 3, on the Tombig-
bee River at Tuscahoma
Park, from safe light until 3
p.m., a week ahead of the
21st annual festival on
Courthouse Square Friday
and Saturday, Oct. 9 and 10,

according to the Town of
Butler's festival page.

The entry fee is $100 a
boat, which includes a $10
lunker fee, and all of it ig
paid back, with the lunker
pot paid at $10 a boat. Blast-
off order is set by when a
boat registers, in advance of
the morning of the tourna-
ment. For information, call
Butler City Hall at 205-459-
3794 or 205-459-3795 o1
Melissa Skelton at 205-457-
1950.

On Oct. 9 and 10, more
than 75 vendors with arts
crafts, food and general mer-
chandise will set up around
Courthouse Square begin-
ning at § a.m. Friday, and
C&M Southern Midwaysg
will bring carnival rides and
games both days. Arm bands
for the rides are $25, and in-
dividual tickets will also be
sold.

3 Miles South plays Fri-
day from 6 to 9 p.m. On Sat
urday, Cruisin 8th plays from
2:30 to 5:30 p.m. and Big
Mike and the R&B Kings
from 6 to 9 p.m.

Festival T-shirts are $25
in youth sizes through adult
extra-large and $30 in adult
2X through 4X. The Misg
Butler Fest pageant is listed
as to be announced.

Vendor booths are 10 by
12 feet, $50 for one day of
$75 for both; spaces with
electricity are limited and gg
first come, first served, and
the town is looking for spe-
cialty craft vendors. Booths
are reserved through Donna
Murphy at City Hall, 205
459-3795, option 1.

REGIONAL /STATE CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES

STRUGGLING  WITH
STAIRS? STAY SAFE AT
HOME. Acom Stairlifts® are
the perfect solution for arthritis,
COPD, and mobility chal-
lenges. A+ Rated by the BBB.
Special $250 Savings and a
FREE In-Home Consultation.
Call 1-844-349-3270 Today!

Up to $15,000.00 of
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or

health questions. Cash to help
pay funeral and other final ex-
penses. Call Physicians Life
Insurance Company- 866-321-
2416 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/Ala-
bama

APPLIANCE REPAIR:
Prompt local service available
for appliance repair.
Washer/Dryer, Dishwasher,
Refrigerator, Stove/Oven and
all major appliances. Certified,

STOP

Elder Abuse,

Neglect &

Exploitation

Submit a report to the
Alabama Department
of Human Resources

Adult Protective
Services Division

Q 1-800-458-7214

524 aps@dhr.alabama.gov

I~

MD/\EIAR
“TIMBER

HARVESTING
LINC.,

Doug Presley
Procurement Manager
205-609-8422

+MID STAR™

251-843-5407

Zack Dees, RF
(205) 514-7266

g
N
Henry Lovette

Timber Buyer
205-499-6963

Insured techs. Satisfaction
guaranteed. Call to schedule
your appointment now! 1-877-
441-0132

SELLING a RV, Tractor or
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE or by region in
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers each
week! Run your ad in our Clas-
sified Network for just $210
per week! Make one call to this
newspaper (participating Ala-
SCAN newspaper) or call 1-
800-264-7043 to find out how
easy it is to advertise statewide!

We Buy Houses for Cash

AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-877-385-7131
WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RESTORA-
TION: A small amount of
water can lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our trusted
professionals dry out the wet
area and do repairs to protect
your family and your home's
value! If you have water in
your home that needs to be
dried, Call 24/7: 1-833-879-

election.

paid for by AARP

AARP is fighting for
every voter who’s
counting on Social
Security.

As prices soar, protecting the Social
Security you earned is more important
than ever. Join AARP to stand up

for Social Security in the upcoming

Be a Social Security voter.
aarp.org/SocialSecurityVoter

facebook.com/AARP ‘ @AARP ‘ aarp.org

TREE EXPERTS

Rickey Davis
251-236-2782
Tree Removal

Top Trees
Trim Trees

Licensed and bonded

1371 Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Superior quality bath
and shower systems at AF-
FORDABLE PRICES! Life-
time warranty & professional
installs. Call Now! 1-877-583-
6484

Consumer Cellular - the
same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk and
text, starting at just $20/month.
For more information, call 1-
844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY

Audien Hearing. The worlds
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions.
45-day risk free trial. Free ship-
ping. Lifetime support. More
than 1.5 million happy cus-
tomers. Call Audien 1-844-
298-7678

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Discover
Oxygen Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators. FREE
information kit. Call 1-833-
650-7885

FOR SALE

DENTAL INSURANCE

from Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage for
400 plus procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-877-817-4697
www.dental50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are overpay-
ing for your service, call now
for a free quote and see how
much you can save! 1-877-
541-5677

NEED NEW FLOORING?
Call today to schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on Carpeting
& Flooring. Call Today! 1-
877-403-4821

AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. Patriotic Hearts' pro-
grams help veterans find work
or start their own business. Call
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
877-724-3049 today!

We buy any amount of standing
timber and delivered timber.

L. MEADOR FOREST

oy

ENTERPRISES INC.

Lanier Meador, Owner
40802 Hwy
Butler, AL 36904

Office 205-459-2822
Home 205-459-2046
Cellular 1-205-604-8174

17
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REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT - Trailer lot
only, Acre and 1/4. Electric
and Water. 334-633-9192.
LTS

LAND FOR SALE:
Approximately 28 forested
acres in Butler, AL. Call
205-459-3795 for more in-
formation.

LAND FOR SALE, 20
acres in Choctaw County,
205-691-2986 LTS

HOMES FOR SALE

* Newly-renovated 3-
bedroom 2-bath home on .61
acres at 143 Broad Street,
Gilbertown,

e 3-bedroom 2-bath
home on 1 acre at 964
Wimberly Road, Gilber-
town, with finished shop,
patio, and enclosed carport

e 4-bedroom 3.5-bath
with formal dining and liv-
ing room at 406 Patrick
Place, Butler.

Call Village Properties
at 205-457-1909. LTS

FOR SALE

FOR SALE — 1999
16x80 mobile home, 3BR, 2
full Baths, large living room
and kitchen. $15,500. Call 1-
334-643-0489. LTS

FOR SALE — Like new
2024 Kawasaki Vulcun 900
Classic LT — 230 miles,
$6500; Text Mike at 205-
457-2060. LTS

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE
Lewis General Contrac-
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CLASSIFIEDS anD PUBLIC NOTICES

tors, Inc. hereby gives notice
of completion of contract
with the Town of Butler for
construction of Project No.
2503 in Choctaw County.
This notice will appear for
four consecutive weeks be-
ginning September 10, 2026
and ending October 1, 2026.
All claims should be filed at
25 West Front Street, Thom-
asville, AL 36784 during this
period. Lewis General Con-
tractors, Inc. published 9/9;
9/16, 9/23, 9/30/26

NOTICE OF
APPOINTMENT
IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF CHOCTAW
COUNTY, ALABAMA
IN RE: The Estate of
OLEN BRUCE
TAYLOR,
Deceased.

CASE NO. S-2026-
00051

Letters of Administration
of said deceased having been
granted to the undersigned
on the 14th day of Sep-
tember, 2026, by the Honor-
able JASON B.
STURDIVANT, Judge of the
Probate Court of Choctaw
County, notice is hereby
given that all persons having
claims against said Estate are
hereby required to present
same within the time allowed
by law or the same will be
barred.

OLEN BRUCE TAY-
LOR, JR., Administrator of
the Estate of OLEN BRUCE
TAYLOR

published 9/16; 9/23;
9/30/26.

NOTICE OF

APPOINTMENT
STATE OF
ALABAMA

CHOCTAW COUNTY

IN THE PROBATE
COURT
CASE NO. S-2026-
00059

IN RE: THE ESTATE
OF DELORES O. BUCK-

ALEW, DECEASED.

Letters Testamentary of
said deceased having been
granted to the undersigned
on the 11th day of Sep-
tember, 2026, by the Honor-
able JASON B.
STURDIVANT, Judge of the
Probate Court of Choctaw
County, notice is hereby
given that all persons having
claims against said estate are
hereby required to present
same within the time allowed
by law or the same will be
barred.

KIM BUCKALEW
SKINNER and KENNETH
R. BUCKALEW, JR,

Co-Executors of the Es-
tate of DELORES O.
BUCKALEW,

Deceased:

Kim Buckalew Skinner,
Co-Executor

Kenneth R. Buckalew,
Jr., Co-Executor

published 9/16; 9/23;
9/30/26

NOTICE OF
APPOINTMENT
STATE OF
ALABAMA
CHOCTAW COUNTY
IN THE PROBATE

COURT
CASE NO. S-2026-
00058
IN RE: THE ESTATE

LOCAL ARREST RECORD

The following is a list of individuals arrested by local law enforcement over the

past two weeks.

All suspects are considered innocent until proven guilty in court.

From the Choctaw County
Sheriff’s Office

Terry Kelley, 9/23/26, Do-
mestic Violence 3rd (Harass-
ment)

Hannah Presley, 9/23/26,
Failure to Appear (Expired

DL), Failure to Appear (Non-
Res Freshwater Fish w/o Li-
cense)

Octavia Hill, 9/23/26, Ha-
rassment, Criminal Trespass

Jeanifer Monghan, 9/28/26,
Failure to Appear (Speed Less
25 MPH)

La'Sherra Ford, 9/28/26,
Domestic Violence 3rd

Wesley James, 9/28/26, Pro-
bation Revocation (Burglary
2nd), Probation Revocation
(Burglary 3rd, Dwelling)

James Loper, 9/28/26, Fai-
lure to Pay (Burglary 3rd)

POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT
I The Choctaw County Commission will be accepting applications for employ-
| ment until October 1, 2026, at 4:00 P.M. for the following position: I
I One (1) or more Heavy/Medium Equipment Operator (full or part time) the |}
I Road & Bridge Department. Applications can be picked up at the Choctaw |

County Engineer’s Office, 239 Fire Tower Road, Toxey, AL.
“Choctaw County Commission is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

Looking for a loving church home?
Come worship with us at

NANAFALIA

BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday School 9 a.m.; Worship 10 a.m.
* Wednesday Bible Study 6 p.m.
39054 AL Highway 10, Nanafalia

DISPATGHER NEEDED
FULL-TIME POSITION

Must be able to operate multi-line phone system, use a computer
and related software appllications, keyboarding, reading maps,
communication, interpersonal skills as applied to interaction with
coworkers, supervisor, the general public, etc. sufficient to
exchange or convey information and to receive work direction
* Will be required to operate and coordinate combined radio
communications for Police, Fire, EMS services.

* Duties include operations of 9-1-1 computer-aided dispatch,
NCIC system, emergency preparedness weather warning sirens,

and radio as required.

* Must be able to multi-task and react to high stress situations
« In addition to contact with Police, Fire, and EMS staff, the
position interacts with Codes, other City Departments,
as well as citizens and visitors.

Experience preferred but not required.

Send resumes to:

Choctaw County E911+ 123 S. Hamburg Avenue - Butler, AL 36904

OF KENNETH R. BUCK-

ALEW, DECEASED.

Letters Testamentary of
said deceased having been
granted to the undersigned
on the 11th day of Sep-
tember, 2026, by the Honor-
able JASON B.
STURDIVANT, Judge of the
Probate Court of Choctaw
County, notice is hereby
given that all persons having
claims against said estate are
hereby required to present
same within the time allowed
by law or the same will be
barred.

KIM BUCKALEW
SKINNER and KENNETH
R. BUCKALEW, JR,

Co-Executors of the Es-
tate of KENNETH R.
BUCKALEW,

Deceased:

Kim Buckalew Skinner,
Co-Executor

Kenneth R. Buckalew, Jr.
Co-Executor

published 9/16; 9/23;
9/30/26

LEGAL NOTICE

S T Bunn Construction
Co., Inc. hereby gives Notice
of Completion of contract
with project CCP 12-01-24
CR-1 Choctaw Fayette
County

This notice will appear
for three (3) consecutive
weeks beginning on Sep-
tember 16, 2026 and ending
on September 30, 2026. All
claims shall be filed at 611
Helen Keller Blvd. Tusca-
loosa, AL 35404 during this
period.

S T Bunn Construction
Co., Inc.

published 9/16; 9/23;

Butler Police plan
Trunk or Treat Oct.
29

The Butler Police
Department will
hold its Trunk or
Treat on Thursday,
Oct. 29, from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m., according
to the department's
flyer. Anyone who
would like to dec-
orate a trunk can
call City Hall at
205-459-3794 or 205-
459-3795.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
Ml read esxane advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Foderal
Fair Housing Amendmenis Act. the Alabama Fair Housing Law,
and the Mobile Code, which make it illegal wo advertise any profer-
ence. limitations or discrimination based on race, color, religion,
SCX. nationad ongan, handicap. familial scamus. or ancestry. or an in-
tention to make am such preference, limitation, or discrimination
~ Familial satus includes children under the age of 18 living with par-
entsor legal custodians, pregnant women and peophe securing cus-
pochy of chaldren under 15, This newspaper will not knowinghy accept
any advertising for mel cstate which is im violation of the kaw, To e
poort deserimircation, call the (e of Fair Housing amd Fgual COyp-
porunity of the U5, Department of Housing and  Urthan
Devclopment. (HLUTY ar(baa | 6dgegsT. The HULYTTY number
fior the hearing impaired is (202) 7o8iy55.
9/30/26 10/7/26
NOTICE OF
APPOINTMENT SERVICES
IN THE PROBATE Available to sit with eld-
COURT OF CHOCTAW erly, sick, or disabled. Ex-
COUNTY, ALABAMA perienced and can provide
IN RE: The Estate of  references.
GUY COLUMBUS Call 205-499-4922
LUKER, JR., Deceased.
CASE NO. S-2026- Card of Thanks
00062 We would like to express

Letters of Administration
of said deceased having been
granted to the undersigned
on the 17th day of Sep-
tember, 2026, by the Honor-
able JASON B.
STURDIVANT, Judge of the
Probate Court of Choctaw
County, notice is hereby
given that all persons having
claims against said Estate are
hereby required to present
same within the time allowed
by law or the same will be
barred.

STEPHANIE  LONG
LUKER, Administratrix of
the Estate of GUY COLUM-
BUS LUKER, JR.

published 9/23; 9/30;

our heartfelt thanks for the
many expressions of sympa-
thy we have received. Thank
you for the prayers, kind
words, cards, food, flowers,
and donations. Your support
and care have given us com-
fort and strength. The family
of Julia Auwice Otterberg.

Yard Sale
Big yard sale, 4086 Mos-
ley Bridge Road, Gilber-
town, Wednesday through
Saturday, Sept. 30 through
Oct. 3.

Halsell Church of God homecoming Oct. 11, revival
Oct. 12 to 14
Halsell Church of God, 14975 County Road 9, Lisman,
will hold its homecoming program at 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct.
11, with Pastor Dewayne Charleston as guest speaker.
Revival services follow at 7 p.m. Monday through Wednes-
day, Oct. 12 to 14, with Pastor Marvin Cherry as guest
speaker.

ALABAMA’S

HANDS-FREE
DRIVING IS
THE LAW

CODEx™:ROAD

DriveSafeAlabama.org

3

RECLINERS!

BIG MAN « LIFT CHAIRS

\ AN ; y

n of reclining sofas and loveseats available!

e
g

: [ ]
. A3

MORE
THAN 60

I, R

708 Court Street
Waynesboro, MS 39367
601-735-6165
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Patrician, SCA celebrate Homecoming

Campbells honored at Sunday reception

Tommy and Dee Ann Campbell, the Sun-Advocate's former owners, were honored
at a reception Sunday, Sept. 27, at Southern Gatherings in Gilbertown.

n déféﬁdefs wrab upa WiIcoX Academy Ball carrie
coming win Friday, Sept. 25. (Photo by Elizabeth Perry)

e

r'in the Saints 271 6 home-

Email your sports and outdoors photos to
sunadvocate(@tombigbeenewsgroup.com

Ochsner Choctaw General Hospital is asking if you
can roll up your sleeve and make a blood donation
this fall with them to help others in our community

Can you make a pledge to donate blood?
A pledge would mean that you would make an appointment to donate
when Vitalant comes to our location this fall. We need at least 15
Volunteers. If you can not donate, please find someone who can.

Please contact deidra.aldridge@ochsner.org or 205-459 9177 to let her know to put your name on
the list that you are interested. She will circle back to you with instructions of how to sign up for
an appointment slot.

If you wonder if you are eligability to donate, please call Vitalant @ 877-258-4825.

1 V Gage Adams (3) breaks into the clear on a touchdown run in the Rebels' 38-0 home-
V|t0 I a nt coming win over Jackson Academy.

Find us @vitalant: @ @ D Jin] ]



mailto:sunadvocate@tombigbeenewsgroup.com
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HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL THIS WEEK

e Choctaw County hosts
Washington Co.

McIntosh
e Patrician Aca. visits Banks
Aca.
e South Choctaw Aca. hosts
Wilcox Aca. (Thursday,

October 1)

e Southern Choctaw hosts Note- games may be moving to Thursday be-

cause of the weather forecast.

Comejoin us

Choctaw County
Economic Development Alliance

(Chamber of Commerce)

Annual Dinner
and Awards Presentation

in conjunction with the
Choctaw County Chapter of the

United Way of Southwest Alabama

Thursday ® October 1,2026 ¢ 6 p.m.

The Warehouse Industrial Event Venue
212 N. Academy Avenue, Butler, AL 36904

OCTOBER

Working together for
a better future

For ticket information, call 205-459-3459
or email choctawchamber@tds.net

© $30.00

. "

" PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT

THE TOXEY VFD.

THANKS FOR
READING -
CHOCTAW
SUN-
ADVOCATE

Prior to entering
any Alabama school
or child care center,

an up-to-date
Certificate of

Georgia-Pacific

CHARBRO| p

® Thickeure eV

THURSDAY, OCT. 1
7:00 p.m.

South Choctaw Academy =
vs. Wilcox Academy m R I F

WWW-VOUtlcC;eé?m/ @SunT PROJECT SERVICES, LLC

Immunization must
be submitted for
each child.

www.alabamapublichealth.gov/imm

This game will also be
broadcast on Pine Belt

Cable Channel 58 WeSt Alabama Bank
FIRST US BANK

VOTE

STEPHENS

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Matt Stephens, P.O. BOX 771, Butler, AL 36904

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

AN

RESOURCES

FOSTER
CARE

1-800-458-7214
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

P

Now on YouTube & PineBelt Channel 58

Find YouTuhe channel URL under each game listings above




